HOME AND FOREIGN TRADE     79

' court of the dusty feet', ' pieds-poudreux ', soon corrupted to
' Court of Pie-Powder'. In this court weights and measures
were tested, the Assizes of Bread and Wine and Ale declared,
disputes settled, and fraud penalized.

It must have been a lively scene ; men of many nations and
from all parts of southern England, of every trade and craft,
chaffered and shouted against each other. Here came the lord's
bailiff to lay in his year's store of iron and manufactured goods,
cloth for his lord and his lady's use finer than English looms
could weave or English dyers dye. Here, too, he could purchase
salt and salted fish for winter stores, tar for his sheep, linen, fur,
and kitchen utensils, all very much more cheaply than at the
local markets. On September 15 the fair closed, wagons and
packhorses streamed back over the roads, carrying to every
corner of southern England the stores purchased by the buyers,
while foreign merchants conveyed from Southampton port the
wool and raw hides, that England provided in Mich quantity,
to be worked up by continental craftsmen.

STOURBRIDGE FAIR outside Cambridge belonged to that town
and was on an oven larger scale, It enjoyed an international
reputation and merchants came to it from all parts of Europe.
Beginning on September 4, it lasted three weeks. It was arranged
just as St. Giles's was, in streets and quarters, and its crowd
of merchants was still more diverse- People came oven from
London to buy, though London had a continuous market and was
the centre of all commerce. Among the foreigners were Venetians
and Genoese with all the wares of the east, gold and jewels and
spices, silks, velvets, and glass; Flamands from Bruges and
Ltege, Ghent, and Mechlin, with linens and lawns; Spaniards*
bringing iron and wine; Frenchmen, too, with this last as well as
Greeks from Crete and the islands. From the Levant came men
bringing currants, almonds, and raisins; from Norway pitch
and tar, while the Hanse towns of Prussia brought furs and
amber, copper, iron, bow-staves, and ornamental timber. These
Hanse merchants, too, brought jewels from the East by the
Russian route and even porcelain from China* English merchants